Save
Hillcrest!
Advocating for and
educating our
community on the
value of historic
preservation in
Hillcrest.
visit us at
www.SaveHistoricHillcrest.org

*Why is Hillcrest considered historic?
Hillcrest was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990, It is noted as an
excellent example of various styles of buildings built between 1890-1940. It still
functions as the pedestrian-friendly, human-scaled neighborhood is was originally
designed to be with its historic streetscapes, scale, and building styles mostly in-tact.

*What does it mean to be on the National Register of
Historic Places?
The National Register is the United States federal government’s official list of districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects deemed worthy of preservation for their historical
significance. A property located within a National Register District, may qualify for tax
incentives derived from the total value of expenses incurred preserving the property.

*Why should we care about saving our historic
architecture?
1. Historically significant buildings contribute to our city’s cultural and economic wellbeing. Old buildings make a great city. They attract the “creative class” of
professionals and contribute to the elements of art and artistry that are desired in the
built environment.
2. They have intrinsic value and boost our property values. They simply “don’t make
buildings the way they used to”. Know any new buildings with true tongue-andgroove oak floor planks milled from old growth wood? Wood windows? Terra-cotta
tile roofs?
3. When you tear down an old building, you are destroying our shared cultural heritage
and community history.
4. An existing building is the GREEENEST building! 80% of the cost of a rehab is spent
in labor (which is put back into our local community) and 20% in materials.

*What does historic preservation mean?
Preservation means keeping buildings in active use, protecting key architectural
features, and accommodating change.
Preservation is NOT freezing a district in time, presenting a false history, or “pretty
policing”

HOW TO KEEP YOUR HOME
“CONTRIBUTING” TO THE CHARACTER
OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT
The most prominent concern of our organization is the loss of places
deemed “contributing” to our designation as being historically and
architecturally important enough to be included on the National
Register of Historic Places. This is a designation by the National Park
Service. Our period of significance is from the years 1890-1940. We
have a wonderful historically and architecturally important group of
buildings and streetscapes built within this time period. If we lose more
“contributing” structures WE WILL LOSE THIS HISTORIC
STATUS and the soul that our old buildings and streets give to our
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• Don’t tear down buildings built between 1890-1940!
• When adding on, make sure additions are not obvious from street
view and are smaller than and in character with the original house

• Retain and don’t cover up the original architectural details of your
home.

• Don’t add architectural details to your home that were never there.
• Repair rather than replace historic features
• If you build a new building, make sure your scale, setback, mass,
and position match your immediate neighbors’

Our mission is to advocate for and educate our community on the
value of historic preservation in Hillcrest.
Historic Preservation is not about stopping change or squeezing out new architecture and development.
It is about retaining the best of our shared heritage while planning ahead, having a community
conversation to guide future change so it respects our architectural heritage, enhancing our community.

Save Hillcrest!

